
Mendocino County 

Inland Water & Power Commission  
P.O. Box 1247  •  Ukiah, CA 95482  
Phone (707) 391-7574  •   Email: iwpc@mendoiwpc.com 

 

 

A G E N D A   

Regular Meeting 

 

Date:  September 13, 2018     Thursday 

Time:  6:00 p.m.  

Place:  City of Ukiah Civic Center 

  Council Chambers 
300 Seminary Avenue 

Ukiah, CA 95482 
 

(All items are considered action items unless otherwise noted) 

   

  1. Roll Call 

  2. Public Expression - See end of agenda for information on public expression 

  3. Minutes 

  a.  Approval/Correction of minutes of the meetings of August 9, 2018 

  4. Consent Calendar  

  a. Approve expenses on billing statements for August 2018 

  b. Update on financial accounts 

  5. Commissioner Reports — Reports by Commissioners on meetings attended or actions 

taken by their agencies as well as informational items, including: 

  a. Report from the Upper Russian River Stewardship Alliance regarding frost 

water use 

b. Eel/Russian River Commission meeting update 

c. North Coast Quagga/Zebra Mussel Prevention Consortium update 

d. Update regarding actions and discussion of the state water bond issues 

e. Report on Upper Russian River Water Agency JPA 

f. Report on the Upper Russian River Water Manager’s meeting 

g. Discussion of ground water rights & Sustainable Groundwater Mgmt. Act 

(SGMA) 

h. Update on the City of Ukiah recycled water purple pipe project   

i. Discussion of SB88 in regard to measurement requirements for water diverters  

j. Russian River Confluence project update 

k. CalCannabis regulation update and related issues 

        6. Potter Valley Project  

a. Status report on PG&E’s relicensing of the Potter Valley Project  

 1. Discussion of PVP sale and acquisition alternatives 

b. Update on current Lake Pillsbury releases to the Eel & Russian rivers and 

related issues 

            c. Update on the Sandoval Study 

     

 



 

 

 

 7.    Update on the IWPC Communication Program and Website 

 8. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Feasibility Study on Coyote Dam – Update on Corps’ 

activities and input from Participating Members 

  a. Report on Lake Mendocino water levels and conditions at Coyote Valley Dam 

  b. Update on Feasibility Study & meeting with the Corps of Engineers 

     1. Discussion of August 27, 2018 FS letter from Corps and possible action 

  c. Discussion of researching grant funding for the Feasibility Study match 

  d. Progress on Congressman Huffman’s ‘Forecast Informed Reservoir 

Operation’s bill 

  9. NMFS Listing of the Coho Salmon and Steelhead as Threatened  

  a. Executive Committee and/or Public Policy Facilitating Committee Reports  

 b. Biological Opinion Implementation Update 

 c. Discussion of NOAA’s Habitat Blueprint Plan and designation of the Russian 

River as the first national Focus Area  

10. Discussions and reports of additional water supply sources and storage sites 

11. State Water Resources Control Board - Updates on various activities from the SWRCB 

  a. AB2121 

  b. D1610 

12. CLOSED SESSION: Closed Session (Gov’t Code §54957) – Public Employee 

Appointment.  Title:  Special Counsel, Potter Valley Project Acquisition 

13. Adjournment 

 

 
 

PUBLIC EXPRESSION 

The Commission welcomes participation in their meetings.  Comments shall be limited so that everyone may be 

heard.  This item is limited to matters under the jurisdiction of the Commission which are not on the posted agenda 

and items which have not already been considered by the Commission.  The Commission limits testimony on 

matters not on the agenda to three (3) minutes per person.  No action will be taken.  Individuals wishing to address 

the Commission under Public Expression are welcome to do so throughout the meeting day.  To best facilitate these 

items, please notify either the Chairman of the Commission or the Secretary of the Commission. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

If agendized, the Commission may adjourn to a closed session to consider litigation, personnel matters, or real estate 

negotiations.  Discussion of real estate negotiations may be held in closed session - Authority:  Government Code 

Section 54956.8.  Discussion of litigation or pending litigation may be held in closed session -- Authority:  

Government Code Section  54956.9.  Discussion of personnel matters may be held in closed session -- Authority:  

Government Code Section 54957. 

 

ADDITION TO THE AGENDA 

(If any) in accordance with Section 54954.2 (b)(2) of the Government Code (Brown Act) Two-thirds Vote Required 

for Action Items.  (Upon determination by a two-thirds vote of the legislative body, or, if less than two-thirds of the 

members are present, unanimous vote of those members present, that the need to take action arose after the Agenda 

was posted.)  

 

 

 



 

 

 
Mendocino County 

Inland Water & Power Commission  
Phone (707) 391-7574  •   Email: iwpc@mendoiwpc.com  
 

 

draft 

MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

     August 9, 2018 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. in Conference Room 5, located in the City of Ukiah 

Civic Center Annex, 411 West Clay, Ukiah, CA by Chair Janet Pauli. 

      

The following Commissioners were present: 

 Janet Pauli--Chair (Potter Valley Irrigation District)  

Carre Brown—Vice-Chair (Mendocino County) 

 John Reardan—Commissioner (Russian River Flood Control District) 

 Kevin Doble--Commissioner (City of Ukiah) 

Pam Ricetti—Commissioner (Redwood Valley County Water District) 

 

The following individuals were present: 

 Will Carson—Alternate RRFCD 

 Scott Greacen—Conservation Director Friends of the Eel 

 Sam Sandoval—Associate Professor UC Davis 

 Laura Garza-Diaz—Graduate student UC Davis 

 Helen Berris—Masters student UC Davis  

 Granville Pool—Public member 

 Tamara Alaniz—General Manager RRFCD 

 

Public Expression 

 

Chair Pauli explained that anything not currently on the agenda may be discussed at this time, 

however, no action could be taken.  She further advised that comments would be welcome 

throughout the meeting.   
 

Minutes  

On a motion by Vice-Chair Brown seconded by Reardan the minutes of the meetings of 

July 12 & 17, 2018 were unanimously approved.   

 

  

Consent Calendar 

On a motion by Vice-Chair Brown, seconded by Reardan, the consent calendar items for 

July 2018 were unanimously approved 

 

 



 

 

Commissioner Reports  

 

a. Report from the Upper Russian River Stewardship Alliance regarding frost water use—No 

Report. 

 

b. Eel/Russian River Commission meeting update—No report. 

 

c. North Coast Quagga/Zebra Mussel Prevention Consortium update—Vice Chair Brown 

reported on the problems with CA department of boating and waterways in the regulations for 

entities to get their funding may have been solved by Senator McGuire—glitches may have been 

fixed. 

 

(Commissioner reports d-k were not discussed due to the Sandoval report presentation.) 

 

 

Potter Valley Project  

 

a. Status report on PG&E’s relicensing of the PVP—Chair Pauli reported that she and Vice Chair 

Brown had been appointed as the Ad Hoc committee regarding investigating the sale and 

possible purchase of the PVP.  The IWPC letter of intent went to PG&E this last week.  PG&E is 

sending a letter back agreeing to start the discussions on transferring the license.  The Ad Hoc 

members will be meeting with them shortly.  Both the RRFCD and Board of Supervisors (with 

Brown and McCowen being on a County Water Agency Ad Hoc committee) was supportive of 

IWPC moving forward.  We will be signing a confidentiality agreement, so we will have access 

to the data from PG&E’ virtual data room. 

 

b. Update on current Lake Pillsbury releases to the Eel & Russian rivers—No report.  

 

c. Sam Sandoval Study—Sandoval stated that he was going to provide feedback on the Project, 

FIRO and ESA.   

 

1. The Project—he started the project a year and a half ago, under contract with IWPC.  The 

report was originally set to be completed by the end of September, but due to the PVP 

relicensing, an extension request was submitted.  The Invoice for additional payment can 

be postponed due to the extension request.   

 

2. FIRO—Forecasting Informed Reservoir Operation: a proposed management strategy that 

uses data from watershed monitoring and modern weather and water forecasting to help 

water managers selectively retain or release water from reservoirs in a manner that 

reflects current and forecasted conditions.  FIRO is being developed and tested as a 

collaborative effort focused on Lake Mendocino that engages experts in civil engineering, 

hydrology, meteorology, biology, economics and climate from several federal, state and 

local agencies, universities and others. 

 

There are 3 options available for operating Lake Mendocino: Business as usual with a 

rule curve from the 1960’s which is the current operating mode; FIRO forecasting which 

is the optimal approach as the technology and forecasts are available for use; a Hybrid 



solution which is current operations during the winter and the use of FIRO in-between to 

provide better results then what is happening now.  FIRO will have to go through the  

 

 

Corps approval process before anything can change.  Chair Pauli asked about all the data 

that is being gathered through the weather stations that have been set up.  Sandoval 

explained that the atmospheric data is not working that well.  The 5-day forecast will let  

 

 

you know when an atmospheric river is coming but how much it may dump can be from 

zero inches up to 50,000 AF.  The Corps is moving towards the Hybrid solution which 

will be an improvement, but Sandoval believes the FIRO alternative is sound, the science 

and technology are valid.  He is disappointed that they are not going that direction. 

 

3. ESA—Sandoval was awarded a grant for the ESA work and is trying to get the ResSim 

model groundwater model for the entire Russian River Basin.  He is having a hard time 

getting the model from SCWA and USGS, but feels it is important so that he doesn’t 

have to reinvent the wheel and all 3 agencies will be using one model for the entire 

Russian River.  He will be asking for a letter of support from IWPC to help coordinate 

getting the model.  

 

Sandoval has received a grant to work with the Water Board to establish environmental flows 

from Humboldt to San Diego.  He is coming up with a methodology, so they can estimate 

environmental flows for all the creeks, mainly along the coastline, which they will then use in the 

inland basins.  He informed them of the conflict with the south fork of the Eel River and the 

contract with IWPC.  They were able to work it out, so he could perform both studies.  

 

Sandoval and Garza-Diaz provided a PowerPoint overview of the IWPC project to date: 

Technical Assessment, hydrologic modeling and water management evaluation on the Eel River 

to define the impact of water taken from the Eel Watershed by comparing the natural flow pre-

Scott Dam operation and post-Scott Dam Operation 1922.  Studying what the natural flow is, 

what the current flow is, and what the differences are. 

 

Scope of Project:  Evaluate if the PVP operations modify the hydrology in the river reaches of 

the Eel River and East Branch Russian River.  The collected the data from 13 USGS gages.   

 
Background: The Eel River originates on the southern flank of Bald Mountain, in Mendocino 
County. The river flows south entering the reservoir Lake Pillsbury. Below, the river flows west, 
where water is diverted from the Eel River basin through a tunnel to the Russian River, in a 
scheme known as the Potter Valley Project (PVP).  Potter Valley Irrigation District provides 
agricultural water for Potter Valley, from the water diversion.  

   
Due to the incoming FERC relicensing (2020) of the PVP it is necessary to develop a Technical 
Assessment, Hydrologic Modeling and Water Management Evaluation on the Eel River to define 
the impact of water taken from the Eel Watershed by comparing the natural flow Pre Scott-Dam 
operation and Post-Scott Dam Operation (1922). 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Scope of the Project: Evaluate if the PVP operations modify the hydrology in the river reaches of 

the Eel River and the East Branch Russian River. 

 Objective 1: Hydrologic characterization of the Eel River Basin. Development and 

evaluation of the natural (unimpaired) daily flow of the Eel River Basin 

 Objective 2: Compare the natural and impaired flows of the eel River 

 Objective 3: Develop a water balance/operation model to simulate current and future 

alternative scenarios. 

 

The impairment of the river is removed by performing a mass balance using the historical 

climatologic and gage data for every control point. 

 

Preliminary Results: (the Van Arsdale numbers may change significantly once the analysis is 

prepared for the 2004 RPA flow reductions) 

 

 

 

 

Average Volume from 1975-2016 (TAF) 

Control Point Natural  Impaired 
Difference 

Nat-Imp 

Percentage of 
Impairment 

Scott Dam 414 408 6 2% 

Van Arsdale 495 368 127 26% 

Above  
Dos Rios 

1,079 951 127 12% 

Below  
Middle Fork 

2,118 1,991 127 6% 

Fort Seward 3,266 3,142 124 4% 

Scotia 5,451 5,326 124 2% 

     



     

Summer Average Volume from 1975-2016 (TAF) 

ID Control Point Natural  Impaired 
Difference 

Nat-Imp 

Percentage of 
Impairment 

1 Scott Dam 36 67 
-35 -98% * 

2 Van Arsdale 41 17 
23 57%** 

3 
Above  

Dos Rios 
94 70 

23 25%** 

4 
Below  

Middle Fork 
181 158 

23 13%** 

5 Fort Seward 235 212 
23 10%** 

6 Scotia 438 415 
23 5%** 

 

Next steps, technical:   

 
  Lake Pillsbury Spills and Ramping Rate  

▪ Characterize spills – need model 
▪ Characterize Ramping rates – need model 
▪ Climate Change inflows – Not done 

Water Operations Model 

▪ Develop the model 
▪ Calibrate and validate 
▪ Scenarios 

 

There was continued discussion between the presenters and the Commissioners who had a 

variety of questions regarding the graphs and data.  It was requested that an analysis of the flows 

after 2004, when the flows were revised with the new RPA, be prepared.  Sandoval agreed to do 

that analysis.   

 

Motion by Vice Chair Brown, seconded by Reardan to approve the request by UC Davis to 

extend the Sandoval contract to match the PG&E studies, to the end of 2019.  Unanimously 

approved. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8 pm. 

 



Candace Horsley, IWPC staff 

 

 

 

 

IWPC Financial Accounts 
September 2018 

 
 

 
Savings Bank: IWPC account  $   867  As of 9/10/18 
 (Quarterly statements) 

 
 

Savings Bank: Corps account  $   730  As of 9/10/18 
 (Monthly statements) 

 
 
Mendocino County Auditor's Office $ 29,400  As of 7/2018 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

MENDOCINO COUNTY INLAND WATER AND POWER COMMISSION 

Billing Statement 
August 2018 

 

 

1. Staff Charges:   

Date  Description    Hrs  Rate  Amount 
8/9  Meeting    2.00  $18.00 $ 36.00 

9/7  Minutes    1.50  $18.00 $ 27.00 
  Accounting    1.00  $18.00 $ 18.00 

9/10  Agenda packet   1.00  $18.00 $ 18.00 
Subtotal          $ 99.00  
 

2. Miscellaneous:   

    Email charges (June-August)      $ 45.00 
         

 

TOTAL          $144.00 

 
 
 


